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Homes for All:
Omaha/Council Bluffs
10-Year Plan to
End Homelessness

“ .. being treated as if I
was a life that mattered.
What helped me exit
homelessness was having
all areas of my life
addressed . . . The whole of
me. My counselor steered
me in the direction of
services that I needed. I
got what I needed when I
needed it.”

— Roni

no longer homeless

Omaha / Council Bluffs 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness

Goal Areas
¥ Prevention of Homelessness

s Omaha-Council Bluffs will have a comprehensive prevention re-
sponse to homelessness.

@ Easier Access to Services

» People in need have easy, immediate and appropriate access to all
services.

M Increased Availability of Housing

m There will be enough housing to meet the needs and choices of the
community.

M Strengthened Public & Political Support

= Public support constructs and sustains actions that end homeless-
ness.

¥ Elimination of Cultural Bias and Prejudice

» Agencies will provide culturally competent services to the home-
less community without prejudice or bias.

M Specific Options for Persons Experiencing Chronic Homelessness

» People experiencing homelessness receive housing and service spe-
cific to their needs.

M Availability of Comprehensive Data

= Data supports and documents progress.



On 01/31/2008 MACCH counted 1,197 people
in shelters or on the streets, alleys & homeless
camps. A 2008 cost study collected
information on families and individuals and
their use of emergency services. Below reflects
data on two examples from that study.

Family of 4 Individual
60 days in shelter = | 119 days in shelter =
$3,009.60 $1,492.26
12 visits to ER + 5 visits to ER =
$25,877.40 $10,782.25
Arrest + 3 days in jail =
$425.00
TOTAL = $29,312.00 | TOTAL = $12,274.51

The cost study also looked at what it would cost
for these individuals to reside in permanent
housing.

Fair Market Rent for a

m 3 BR apartment for 60 days was $2,022;

m  An efficiency apt. for 9o days was $1,602.
Homel essness is
achieving a healthy
sive to maintain. The 10-Year Plan is good for
Omaha and Council Bluffs. By linking appro-
priate housing to services that ensure success,
the Plan can decrease the burden of homeless-
ness, maxi mi ze our
and ultimately make the metro area a better
place to live.

The Omaha-Council Bluffs 10-Year Plan to
End Homelessness maps multiple pathways
Crafted in 2007 and
launched in 2008, the 10-Year Plan incorpo-
rates the avenue to success identified by the
homeless men, women, children and families
striving to achieve self-sufficiency in the tri-
county area.

out of homelessness.

costly.
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A Place Where
No One Is Turned Away

James’ Story -

______.‘

“ As
alcoholism
progressed, each
level I dropped, I
became
accustomed to it.
I wasn“t

my ¥

oni
remember thinking: what’s the use? 1 wanted
to die.

functi ng as

It was May 2003 and I remember him saying to
mel,t “ swhat r@@ dpd @ cantto?
expen-

Their philosophy is to help whoever is in need
with whatever they have to help them with.

| now have

Housing Gives
People the
Ability to
Build Better
Lives

Rod’s Story

‘o . . T
help others while I |
was helping myself

—that was huge for
me .

Hardworking People Should Be

Alegent Health; Bellevue University; Campfire USA;
Caretech, Inc.; Catholic Charities; Central States
Development; Charles Drew Homeless Clinic; City of
Council Bluffs; City of Omaha; Community Advocates;
Community Alliance; Co-Occurring Task Force; Council
Bluffs Health Center; Creighton University;

Destination Midtown; Douglas County; Eastern Neb.
Community Action Ptrshp; Family Housing Advisory
Services; Financial Stability Partnership; Heart
Ministry Center; Heartland Family Service; Holy
Family; HUD; Iowa Institute for Community Alliances;
0 J. Development; Lead Safe Omaha; Legal Aid of
Nebraska; Midwest Housing Equity Group; Mission for
All Nations; Mosaic Community Development; Mutual
of Omaha; Nebraska DHHS; Nebraska Aids Project;
Nebraska Appleseed; Nebraska Urban Indian Health
Coalition; NET Radio; Omaha Community
Foundation; Omaha Downtown Improvement District;
Omaha Housing Authority; Omaha Police Dept.;
Omaha Public Library; Omaha Public Schools; One
World Community Health Center; Open Door Mission;
Oxford House; Peter Kiewit Foundation; Project Hope;
Region 6 Behavioral Healthcare; RSRC (Telecare);
Salvation Army; Siena Francis House; Siena Francis
House; Source Net; Senator John Synowiecki, Office of
Senator Ben Nelson; Stephen Center; The Lozier
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A ff 3 Foundation; MICAH House; The Russell Center;
Able to ord HOllSlIlg Together Inc.; United Methodist Ministries; United

s State Probation Office; United Way; University of
Tom’s Story Nebraska at Omaha; VA Hospital; Veterans
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Slownership!

‘ « ﬂﬁglgl tration; Veterans Auxiliary; Visiting Nurses

nig.m a good ex ais ]ﬁlOIél ls]e Fargo; William and Ruth Scott

what happens when all Family FOllIldatIOIl Williams Prepared Place; Youth

elements are in place. Emergency Services; YWCA; Zaiss and Company.
| "ve gone from a

homeless shelter and
@\ﬁ Ip" m back i
workforce, establishing

T: [MACCH

t McmAcoConn um of Care for the Homeless
Pubhshed by Metro Area Continuum of Care for the
Homeless, 115 South 49th Avenue, Omaha, NE 68132;

”

i fe again. Phone 402/561-7584; Fax 402/561-7599;
http://www.MACCHomeless.org
| l Ne xt step s h T*Qmm'@by a grant from an AIM Compassion Institute

Award, Compassion Institute of the Midlands, 1905
Harney Street, Suite 700, Omaha, NE 68102;
http://www.aiminstitute.org/compassion



